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Middle Eastern politics & society
“The police and military can’t |8

be everywhere’: Israelis . .

wrangle over easing gun
controls

Supporters say move would plug security gap but critics fear it could fuel
crime and violence

A shooting range in a Golan Heights settlement. Israel’s national security minister Itamar Ben-Guvir is seeking to broaden gun ownership © Jalla Marey/AFP/Getty Images

PARTNER CONTENT by TONOMUS
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At the Caliber 3 shooting range in Gush Etzion, a cluster of Jewish settlements

in the occupied West Bank, business is booming.

“I've seen a big uptick,” said Sharon Gat, an Israeli colonel who founded the
business in 2007. “Gun sales in the last two months have grown by 100 per
cent, and the number of people coming to train [has also risen]. It’s always like

that when the violence is up.”

For some at the range, obtaining a gun is a reaction to the wave of bloodshed
that has engulfed Israel and the West Bank for the past year. The surge in
violence has become the worst for a decade, with Israeli forces killing more

than 250 Palestinians in a series of near-nightly raids in response to a spate of
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Palestinian attacks that have killed more than 40 Israelis.

But broader gun ownership is also a goal championed by Israel’s
ultranationalist national security minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, who argues it
would make the public safer. Critics dispute this, saying that more guns will
fuel violence rather than deter it and exacerbate already soaring tensions

between Israelis and Palestinians.

Unlike in the US, there is no general right to bear arms in Israel. But Israelis
can typically get a licence for a firearm and 50 bullets if they meet certain
criteria, such as living in an area with heightened security threats, passing a
medical test, having no criminal record and completing weapons training.

About 140,000 Israelis hold licences.

After a Palestinian gunman shot dead seven Israelis in the Neve Ya’akov
settlement in January, Ben-Gvir — a settler previously convicted of inciting
racism and supporting a terrorist organisation — pledged to loosen the rules
and speed up licensing. He reiterated his ambitions last month after reports he
had decided to make it easier for former combat soldiers, active reservists,

police and firefighters to obtain guns.

“There is no reason why tank and combat engineering soldiers, who made
up ... frontline forces on the battlefield, should not be allowed to carry

weapons,” he wrote on Twitter.

Boosting gun ownership is one of a number of measures demanded by Ben-
Gvir in response to the spiralling tension, which include establishing a national
guard and imposing the death penalty for terror killings. The violence poses a

challenge to Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s hardline

government, which has accused its predecessors of being soft on security.
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The aftermath of the Neve Ya’akov shooting, in which seven Israelis died. Advocates of looser gun laws say the move could help
prevent attacks © Ahmad Gharabli/AFP/Getty Images

Advocates argue that arming more civilians would plug gaps the security forces
cannot fill. “We in Israel understood that the police and the military and the
security can’t be everywhere every time,” said Gat. “You have to create a layer

that isn’t dependent on those ... And we decided that it will be civilians.”

Among those who have recently applied for a licence is Mike Epstein, a 32-
year-old from Tekoa, a settlement near Hebron. He did so because his family
was growing and he had heard “first-hand stories of people who were in

incidents”.

“[It’s] something I hope to never, ever have to use except on the range,” Follow the topics in this article

Epstein said, as he picked up his new handgun at Caliber 3. “But...I'd like to
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dangerous for everybody.”

Noa Sattath, head of the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, said attackers
were unlikely to be deterred as their chances of being killed were already high.
Only 5 per cent of incidents classified by Israel as terrorist attacks between
2018 and 2020 were thwarted by armed civilians or security guards, she added,

citing data from the ministry of internal security.

Recommended Others argue letting more civilians own
weapons would be counter-productive.
While gun violence remains low, it has
risen since the last loosening of licensing
rules in 2018, with the number of people

killed with firearms in criminal

circumstances rising from 84 in 2019 to
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Netanyahu’s calibrated security approach LI o 202l accordlng to data collated by
stokes cabinet tensions Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT), an

alliance that backs stricter gun controls.

Rela Mazali, co-founder of GFKT, said if rules were eased again, some weapons
would end up being used in organised crime, murders and domestic violence —
in particular against women — and would increase deaths by suicide. “[Guns]
do not protect civilians,” she said. “[In fact], they’re endangering more and

more civilians.”

The prospect of wider gun ownership has alarmed Palestinian citizens of Israel,
who fear the weapons will be turned against them. After a Palestinian citizen of
Israel was shot dead by a Jewish Israeli following a road-side scuffle last week,
Walid al-Huashla, an MP from the United Arab List, warned Ben-Gvir’s plans
would lead to “chaos and street executions”. A lawyer for the suspect denied

the incident had a nationalist motivation.

“It’s already terrifying living here as a Palestinian. You can’t make any
mistakes,” said Diana Buttu, a Palestinian analyst and former negotiator. “At
any time the police can view us as a threat and gun us down. And now [Ben-

Gvir] wants to extend this to private citizens.”

Sattath said she was also concerned that along with Ben-Gvir’s other ambitions
— such as setting up a national guard and involving Israel’s Shin Bet internal
security service in policing Arab society — wider gun ownership could
exacerbate tension between Israel’s Jewish majority and its minority groups,

such as Palestinians and the Bedouin.

“In this atmosphere of incitement and the stoking of fear and violence, we
worry that these guns would not be used for security,” she said. “Stoking fears
and talking about guns may alleviate some of the [security concerns in society].
But in reality, increasing gun ownership will lead to more deaths and more

violence.”

The Global Boardroom

Online
08 November - 10 November 2023

Strategies for Growth and Disruption

Presented by LIVE

Copyright The Financial Times Limited 2023. All rights reserved. Reuse this content Comments

Latest on Middle Eastern politics & society

r

COP28 Israeli-Palestinian conflict Media

Syrian leader Assad invited to Palestinian militants in Gaza Saudi-backed group explores
COP 28 climate summit in launch rockets barrage atIsrael  launch of English news channel
Dubai torival Al Jazeera

1HOUR AGO

;'Z~M?i;i
g
it

Israeli-Palestinian conflict Middle Eastern politics & society Middle Eastern politics & society News in-depth Middle Eastern politics

Militant commanders EU cancels Israel event after Arab League to readmit Syria & society

reportedly killed in Israeli hard-right minister plans to after decade-long hiatus Saudi Arabia’s journey from

strikes on Gaza attend troublemaker to diplomat
Comments

Support

View Site Tips
Help Centre
Contact Us
About Us
Accessibility
myFT Tour

Careers

Comments have not been enabled for this article.

Legal & Privacy Services Tools Community & Events More from the FT Group >
Terms & Conditions Share News Tips Securely Portfolio FT Community
Privacy Policy Individual Subscriptions Today's Newspaper (ePaper)  FT Live Events
Cookies Group Subscriptions Alerts Hub FT Forums
Copyright Republishing Business School Rankings FT Board Director
Slavery Statement & Policies Executive Job Search Enterprise Tools Board Director Programme
Advertise with the FT News feed
Follow the FT on Twitter Newsletters
FT Channels Currency Converter

Secondary Schools

The Financial Times and its journalism are subject to a self-regulation regime under the FT Editorial Code of Practice.

A Nikkei Company

Feedback



https://www.ft.com/
https://www.ft.com/products?segmentId=f860e6c2-18af-ab30-cd5e-6e3a456f9265
https://www.ft.com/myft/618bbf65-dcc6-43e8-ad0f-3ac165912b4c
http://help.ft.com/help/legal-privacy/copyright/copyright-policy/
https://www.ft.com/james-shotter
https://www.ft.com/israel
https://www.ft.com/content/8ab5b001-6604-4a83-9fdb-1c49ee884bd5
https://www.ft.com/content/c5f2323c-71d8-47b3-8a04-93c923254b72
https://www.ft.com/content/f1a09be7-828f-4848-93b7-914910cb6ee7
https://www.ft.com/israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.ft.com/content/f1a09be7-828f-4848-93b7-914910cb6ee7
https://www.ft.com/content/480181f3-d8f3-458b-a153-73bef6f7a85e
https://www.ft.com/stream/a4c60784-ec51-4e77-8814-93c1b8af82c7
https://www.ft.com/content/480181f3-d8f3-458b-a153-73bef6f7a85e
https://www.ft.com/content/d4cf62df-a714-41a4-8716-8012ea7bb0ce
https://www.ft.com/israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.ft.com/content/d4cf62df-a714-41a4-8716-8012ea7bb0ce
https://www.ft.com/content/2c6f8228-5bcb-46dc-a817-0990727b7d35
https://www.ft.com/media
https://www.ft.com/content/2c6f8228-5bcb-46dc-a817-0990727b7d35
https://www.ft.com/content/edcb3945-8c45-4c34-8c0d-e4b3be777806
https://www.ft.com/israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.ft.com/content/edcb3945-8c45-4c34-8c0d-e4b3be777806
https://www.ft.com/content/937b8d0e-fb6e-4f5e-8631-d68bf3ef0fc8
https://www.ft.com/middle-eastern-politics-society
https://www.ft.com/content/937b8d0e-fb6e-4f5e-8631-d68bf3ef0fc8
https://www.ft.com/content/5f2bdc35-f3b6-41d8-8ca2-de6f7f5aad53
https://www.ft.com/middle-eastern-politics-society
https://www.ft.com/content/5f2bdc35-f3b6-41d8-8ca2-de6f7f5aad53
https://www.ft.com/content/a619d07c-70e3-453c-83b3-3ce2ff903a78
https://www.ft.com/middle-eastern-politics-society
https://www.ft.com/content/a619d07c-70e3-453c-83b3-3ce2ff903a78
http://aboutus.ft.com/en-gb/ft-editorial-code/
https://www.ft.com/tour
http://help.ft.com/
https://aboutus.ft.com/contact-us
http://www.ft.com/aboutus
https://www.ft.com/accessibility
https://www.ft.com/tour/myft
https://aboutus.ft.com/en-gb/careers/
http://help.ft.com/help/legal-privacy/terms-conditions/
http://help.ft.com/help/legal-privacy/privacy/
http://help.ft.com/help/legal-privacy/cookies/
http://help.ft.com/help/legal-privacy/copyright/copyright-policy/
https://help.ft.com/help/legal/slavery-statement/
https://www.ft.com/securedrop
http://www.ft.com/products
https://enterprise.ft.com/en-gb/services/group-subscriptions/group-contact-us/?segmentId=383c7f63-abf4-b62d-cb33-4c278e6fdf61&cpccampaign=B2B_link_ft.com_footer
https://enterprise.ft.com/en-gb/services/republishing/
https://www.exec-appointments.com/
http://fttoolkit.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/financialtimes
https://channels.ft.com/
https://enterprise.ft.com/en-gb/services/group-subscriptions/secondary-education/
https://markets.ft.com/data/portfolio/dashboard
https://www.ft.com/todaysnewspaper
http://markets.ft.com/data/alerts/
https://rankings.ft.com/
https://kat.ft.com/
https://www.ft.com/news-feed
https://www.ft.com/newsletters
https://markets.ft.com/research/Markets/Currencies?segid=70113
https://www.ft.com/tour/community
http://live.ft.com/
https://forums.ft.com/
https://enterprise.ft.com/board-director-membership
https://bdp.ft.com/
https://ft.com/more-from-ft-group
https://www.ft.com/middle-eastern-politics-society
https://www.ft.com/middle-eastern-politics-society
https://www.ft.com/israeli-palestinian-conflict
https://www.ft.com/gun-control
https://www.ft.com/stream/f747186a-21fd-437e-8c0d-42d18248f4a7
https://www.ft.com/israel
https://globalboardroom.live.ft.com/?segmentId=a3ced873-2d86-959c-46de-b9eab4c8f8d0
https://globalboardroom.live.ft.com/?segmentId=a3ced873-2d86-959c-46de-b9eab4c8f8d0

